
Sunday 

November 16th 

2nd before Advent 

 

 

Readings 

2 Thessalonians 3 verses 6 – 13 

Luke 21 verses 5 – 19 

 

Jesus, as we go out into our world, if we find things tough, be with us 

and help us with the words and wisdom we need. Amen. 

And  

Safeguarding Sunday 

 

 

 

 



 

Stop and share 

• The Temple Jesus is talking about was the second Temple to be built after the last one was 
destroyed, it was even more beautiful than the one before. 

• How do we know when people are telling us the truth? 
• To endure means to suffer, to put up with problems. 

  

A careful watch 

Play and explore that God cares for us 

Play an observation game that needs the children to look carefully, such as Kim’s game, where 

children have to remember objects on a tray that are removed. 

 Make binoculars 

Create a symbol of keeping watch 

Use cardboard tubes to make a pair of binoculars, which the children can use to keep watch. 

 Explore how we can help those going through difficult times  

You will need: A6 or postcard-sized pieces of card, one per child, pens, art materials, glue, 

scissors. 

• Ask everyone to write some simple phrases on the back of their card, or do this for them, 
e.g., ‘Jesus loves you’, ‘Peace to you’ or ‘Trust in God’. 

• Invite the children to decorate the other side of their card. 
• Put the cards out somewhere in your church for people to take as an encouragement. Or 

you could give them to a local care home. 

 



Talk together 

What would you do if someone told you they were going through a tough time? 

What does Jesus say about how he would help? 

How can we use what we’ve learnt today to help us when going through hard times? 

In today’s world, young people are living through life-changing experiences. They will have faced 
some of what is described in the passage. Discuss with the young people how they can learn 
about others’ experience; how could they help change the narrative? 
 

Prayer knots   

Life is full of knots, but Jesus is always with us 

You will need: a very long piece of string. 

• Invite the young people silently or aloud to say a prayer, perhaps for a difficult situation. 

•  Play ‘Oh My soul’, Casting Crowns, on The Very Next Thing. (Video; Chords) 
• As they pray, invite them to tie a loop knot along one section of the long string. To finish, 

hold the string in cupped hands, and ask everyone to say together ‘Hear our prayers 
 

Go with God 24/7 

Encourage the children to put their faith into action 

Hand out an encouragement card to someone going through a difficult time. 

 

Think of times when you are or were going through tough or difficult times. Make a list and 

think about what helps you to cope. Do you pray? Do you play music? Jesus is always there 

to help – just put your trust in Him. 

Our God is a great big God – Sing together or read the words 

 

Meet us here, new words to Kumbaya. 

In our time of need, meet us here, 

Through our failing Lord, meet us here. 

In our sadness Lord, meet us here, 

You always meet us here. 

You will listen Lord, in our need, 

You will guide us Lord, in our need. 

You will love us Lord, in our need, 

You always meet us here. 

© Roots for Churches Ltd (www.rootsforchurches.com) 2002-2025. Reproduced with permission. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tn5aq54yu8A
https://tabs.ultimate-guitar.com/tab/casting-crowns/oh-my-soul-chords-2088837


 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Safeguarding 

 

Safeguarding Sunday is a campaign by Thirtyone:eight. You will need to register to have 

access to the resources for Safeguarding Sunday. Registration is free and there are plenty of 

resources. Have a look online to find resources suitable for your church/group. 

https://safeguardingsunday.org  

 

 

 

Colour the pictures below and read what it says. This is just one example of keeping safe. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://safeguardingsunday.org/

