
Sunday OctOber 12th 

trinity 17 

This week we explore who we belong to and how that affects what we do. 

 

 

readingS 

2 timOthy 2 verSeS 8 – 15 

Luke 17 verSeS 11 - 19 

 

Dear God, help us to give thanks for what is good, 

face with courage what is hard, hold on in faith to what matters, 

and be blessed as the disciple we are today 

and as the one we will grow into. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

 

The Thankful Leper (Luke 17:11-19) 

Have a ‘thank you’ card and ask what it is?  That’s right, I have a thank-you card. Can anyone share 

about a time when you have sent or received a thank-you card? We have lots to be thankful for 

every day, but sometimes we forget to say those two little words in response to someone doing 

something kind for us. In fact, that’s what happened in our Bible passage today.  

The story is about ten lepers. These people had a  disease which caused sores all over the body. 

This was very common in Jesus' day, and people who had this disease were thought to be dirty 

and unclean. They were required to stay away from other people because of the fear that they 

might infect them with their disease.  One day, Jesus was walking through a small village when He 

saw a group of ten lepers. They stood far away from Jesus and called to Him, "Jesus, Master, have 

pity on us." Obviously, they knew who Jesus was and that He had the power to heal them. When 

Jesus heard them, He called back to the lepers and said, "Go, show yourself to the priest."  As the 

lepers went on their way to see the priest, they looked at their skin and the sores were gone. Jesus 

had healed their disease. They were so happy that they ran up and down the streets singing and 

dancing. Suddenly, one of them stopped and went back. Praising God with a loud voice, he threw 

himself at Jesus' feet and said, "Thank You." Jesus said to him, "Weren't there ten who were 

healed? Where are the other nine?" (Luke 17:11-19) Only one out of ten remembered to say, 

"Thank You." 

God does so much for us! Every day He provides everything we need: food, clothing, and a place 

to live. Do we ever forget to say, "Thank You?"  Let's stop right now and say, "Thank You," and ask 

God to help us remember to thank Him every day. 

Dear Lord, You give us everything we need, but we often forget to say, "Thank you." We 

thank you now, and ask you to help us to remember to give thanks every day for all 

that you do for us. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen. 

 

Leprosy was a serious skin disease. People with leprosy had to stay away from everyone. 
• This man was even more left out because he was a Samaritan as well as a leper. Jewish 

people did not like Samaritans. 
• Jesus didn’t mind that the man was a leper or a Samaritan. This man remembered what 

was important – to thank God. 
                                                                                                                                                                    
Talk together 

• Have you ever forgotten something that was really important? 
• What do you think is the most important bit of today’s Bible passage? Why? 
• What or who are you thankful to God for? Have you told God? 
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Activities 

Make a Thank You card and give to someone you want to thank 

for something they have done for you. 

 

Think about what makes people who they are 

You will need: sticky labels, with famous names written on, pens. 

• Put a sticky label on each person’s back. Get the group to ask each other questions to 
find out who they are. 

• How many people identified themselves correctly? Were the questions asked about 
what the person did or their looks? Did anyone ask questions about what kind of 
qualities the person had (kindness, patience, positivity, being fun-loving)? 

• We often identify people by what they can do, what they’ve achieved or how they 
look. But God looks much deeper than this. 

 

Introduce the idea of Jesus changing our self-image 

You will need: paper and pens. 

• Divide the group into pairs. Give everyone five minutes to sketch a portrait of their 
partner. After five minutes, let everyone see their portrait. 

• Discuss: How accurate do you think that portrait is? How does it relate to how you 
see yourself? What kinds of things affect how we see ourselves? Has Jesus done 
anything for you that has changed how you see yourself? 

 

Play a game of ‘Simon says’ but, instead of following orders only when preceded by ‘Simon 
says’, children should follow orders when the person giving the orders says ‘please’! 

• Talk about the importance of saying please and thank you. 
 

Encourage the children to put their faith into action 

All this week, find something to say thank you to God for.  A 

Go with God 24/7 

Every day, record one thing that Jesus has done for you. Use this record to consider how your 

self-identity might be changing.  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


