Sunday October 24

th

This week we explore seeing and being seen.

Jesus heals blind Bartimaeus

Gospel reading: Mark 10: 46 – 52

Lord, we thank you for the gift of sight, but more than that, we
thank you that one day we will see you in heaven. Amen.

There is a story in the Bible of a man named Bartimaeus. He had never seen the beauty
of the world around him because Bartimaeus was blind. One day as he sat begging
beside the road, he heard the sound of a large crowd of people coming his way. He
asked someone what was happening and they told him that Jesus was passing
by. Bartimaeus had heard of Jesus and about how he had healed many who were blind.
He began to call out to Jesus. Others in the crowd tried to get Bartimaeus to be quiet,
but he would not be silent. Jesus heard the voice of Bartimaeus calling out to him and
he stopped and asked, "What do you want me to do for you?" "Teacher, I want to see!"
said Bartimaeus. "Go," said Jesus, "your faith has healed you." The Bible tells us that
immediately, Bartimaeus received his sight.
That is a wonderful story, isn't it? Unfortunately, stories about the blind don't always
end that way. There are many blind people who want to see, and yet they are never
healed. Fanny Crosby was one of those people.
When Fanny was only six weeks old, she was left blind by an illness. Even though she
was blind for the rest of her life, Fanny was never bitter or complaining. Instead she
made the most of her life by using the other gifts that God had given her. She had a
wonderful gift for writing poetry and during her lifetime, she wrote over 8000 poems.
Some of her poems were set to music and many of them are still in our hymnals today.
One day a well-meaning priest said to Fanny, "I think it is a great pity that the Master
did not give you sight when He showered so many other gifts upon you."
"Oh no!" Fanny replied. "If I could have only one request, it would be to be born blind."
"Why?" asked the surprised priest.
"Because," answered Fanny, "when I get to heaven, the first face that these blind eyes
will ever see is the face of Jesus, my Saviour."
Some, like Bartimaeus, receive the gift of sight. Some, like Fanny Crosby, are blind their
entire life. One thing is certain, when we get to heaven, we will all see Jesus.
Lord, we thank you for the gift of sight, but more than that, we thank you that one day
we will see you in heaven. Amen.

Talk together




Have you ever experienced something that you did not see clearly or did not understand?
How might Bartimaeus have felt when he was seen by Jesus?
What might you want to see more clearly about Jesus?

Mark 10.46-52
Early in this section of Mark’s Gospel, there is a story of the healing of a blind man
(8.22-26), immediately before Peter’s confession in response to Jesus’ question: ‘Who
do you say I am?’ Now, as the section draws to a close, we have a second story about
the healing of a blind man. But in this one, the man has a name. And Bartimaeus is
able to name Jesus and identify him as ‘the Son of David’ (v.47). Of course, at this
point, Bartimaeus can’t see who is passing. He knows because he is told, because he
hears others – but he goes further. He sees something that the rest of the crowd
doesn’t notice. Note the crowd’s response to Bartimaeus (v.48). After all, he’s only a
beggar so he doesn’t count! But Jesus does stop, and he does speak to Bartimaeus.
But what are we to make of his question to him (v.51)? Is this question deeper than it
might appear to be? Is it about what Bartimaeus really wants? In verse 52, faith is what
reaches out. It is confidence that Jesus holds the key and that he can and will act. It is
about hope and expectations that are fulfilled. The section begins and ends with
blindness, but it is all about discipleship too (8.31-38). We have repeatedly seen Jesus’
disciples misunderstand or get discipleship wrong. But Bartimaeus, the outsider, ends
the section by getting it right, and he follows Jesus along the road to Jerusalem, to
David’s city.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Activities
For very young children
Play dough faces
Play and wonder at being seen by Jesus
Provide play dough and circles of card. Ask the children to make different faces of
emotions/scenes in the story with the play dough, and then to make a face that looks like them on
the card, as you remember that Jesus sees each of us.

Paint a person
Create a hidden image
Help the children to draw a person using a white candle to mark their paper. Provide bowls of
watery paint and ask the children to paint over their picture. What can they see?

FOR CHILDREN
Hot seating






-

Imagine what people saw that day

Invite the children to play the parts of different characters from the crowd. Ask them to imagine
some of them were passers-by and had seen what was going on, and some of them may not have
seen, but have heard about it later on.
Ask them, one at a time, to come and sit in a chair and encourage the others to ask questions
about what they saw or didn’t see – and what they thought about it. Ensure you include what
would it have been like for someone who couldn’t see what was going on.
Afterwards, discuss what the general feeling might have been: Did people believe what they saw?
Did they see Bartimaeus in a new way? Did it help them to see there was something special about
Jesus?

Make the two faces of Bartimaeus
Illustrate how Bartimaeus felt before and after his healing
You will need: paper plates, pens/pencils.




Give the children a paper plate, and ask them to draw Bartimaeus before he was healed, on one
side of the plate.
Then ask them to draw Bartimaeus after Jesus had healed him, on the other side.
Talk about what life was like for Bartimaeus when he was blind: How would life have been different
for him once he was healed? What did he learn about Jesus?

For older children - Read all about it
Consider the story from a new perspective
You will need: paper and pens.




Hand out paper and pens, and ask the young people to each write their own eyewitness account
or news article about what happened.
Ask everyone to think about who they identify with most from the passage. and write from their
perspective, e.g. Bartimaeus, a bystander, Jesus, someone in the crowd who couldn’t see.
Gather together and share what they’ve written and why. Ask: How did doing this impact your
understanding of today’s passage?

Talk together




Have you ever experienced something that you did not see clearly or did not understand?
How might Bartimaeus have felt when he was seen by Jesus?
What might you want to see more clearly about Jesus?

Talk to God: Now I see
Pray about seeing and not seeing
You will need: glasses outline template (see last page) printed on card, one per child, scissors,
pens.






Give out the glasses templates and invite the children to cut out the shape.
Invite them to write, ‘I was blind’ on one side of the glasses and, ‘Now I see’ on the other side.
Talk about the things that we don’t ‘see’ or understand well, and how Jesus can help us grow in
faith and ‘see’ things differently.
Ask the children to wear the glasses and pray about the things that we don’t see clearly; then to lift
the glasses up and thank God for the ways faith helps us to see things clearly.

Colour this picture

Jesus heard the voice of Bartimaeus calling out to him and he stopped and asked,
"What do you want me to do for you?" "Teacher, I want to see!" said Bartimaeus. "Go,"
said Jesus, "your faith has healed you." The Bible tells us that immediately, Bartimaeus
received his sight.
Lord, we thank you for the gift of sight, but more than that, we thank you that one day
we will see you in heaven. Amen.

