Sunday November 22

King of compassion

Readings
Epistle: Ephesians 1: 15-23
Gospel: Matthew 25: 31-46

Lord Jesus, you cared for the sick and needy,
and you know how people feel.
Please help us to get alongside others,
and show us how to care for them.
Amen.

nd

Jesus said, ‘When the Son of Man comes in glory, the whole world will be gathered
before him and he will separate people as a shepherd separates sheep from goats. He
will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. He will say to those on his right,
“Come, you are blessed by my Father; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked
and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you
visited me.”
‘The sheep will answer, “When did we see you hungry and give you food, or thirsty and
give you a drink? When did we meet you as a stranger and welcome you, or see you
naked and give you clothing? When did we see you sick, or in prison, and visit you?”
‘The king will say, “Whatever you did to the least important members of my family, you
did it to me.”
‘Then he will say to those on his left, “Get out, worthless goats! You are good for
nothing. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no
drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, I was naked and you did not give
me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” The goats will answer, “When
did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not
take care of you?”
‘He will answer, “Because you did not do it to the people in need, you did not do it to
me. And the goats will be sent to eternal punishment and the sheep to eternal life.”’
Talk together Connect faith with everyday life




What did the people described in the story as sheep have in common?
What was the last thing someone did that made you feel cared for?
Can you think of anyone you could show some kindness to this week?

Bible notes
Matthew 25.31-46




Jesus tells a story of how the Son of Man will separate his people like a shepherd
separates sheep and goats. The sheep will be on the right and goats on the left. The
shepherd welcomes those on his right into his kingdom, but those on his left will be
turned away.
This passage shows how important it is that we treat people well. Those welcomed
into the kingdom of heaven are the ones who cared for the hungry, the poor, the sick
and the stranger. Those who didn’t are not welcomed in.



Worthiness for the kingdom is not decided by who is the best at their job, makes the
most money, is the best known or even who has made the biggest difference in the
world. Rather it is the small, often unnoticed, actions of feeding and clothing that
God deems as important.



Jesus makes it very clear that when you care for the ‘least’ – the people who aren’t
seen as important – you are taking care of him. Interestingly, neither group of people
realised that they were taking care of Jesus. This suggests that Jesus is less
interested in people who are good at following rules but in those who instead
naturally love people because they know they are loved by God.



For us today, these verses remind us that it is important we learn to see everyone
as God sees them – as being valuable and worthy of care.
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Activities
Cut out and decorate a crown for Jesus

Make some sheep with any craft materials

Make a book of vouchers of kind things you can do such as tidy your bedroom, help
with setting the table and washing up etc. I am sure you can think of some others.

